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(e) new tadbhavas were formed; (f) and the meaning of
English sentences was reproduced by Samskrta expres-
sions rather than a literal rendering or a roundabout para-
phrase. In this process words assumed new meaning,
and grammar and syntax were considerably affected. If
the prose of DharmawcUra (1885) is analysed the elements
appear in a different order altogether: (1) tatsama, (2) tad-
bhava, old and new, (3) English, (4) desya, Arabic, etc.,
Narmad, thus, was the father of modern Gujarat! prose.
He found it a feeble vehicle of expression and left it a
language of great promise.

The essay, borrowed by Narmad from the early Victorian
essayists of England, was his favourite form of expression.
His essays, inspired by a vivid imagination and written in
a rhetorical style, laid the foundation of modern prose
literature. Following the lead of Mehtaji Durgaram and
Dalpatram, he at first dealt with social reform. But he
was a miniature encyclopaedist, and ranged over literary
criticism, biography, politics, history and mythology. He
planned a panoramic history of the world under the heading
Rnjyaranga, The Epic of States, but could only execute a
few fragments. They form the first attempt to write
romantic history and contributed to the growth of historic
sense in the literature.

IX

Poetry, in the hands of Narmad, broke all its old fetters;
it became ego-centric, declamatory, and melodramatic. It
spent itself in attempting a change of form, texture and
diction, but without achieving artistic results. His two
poems on the condition of widows, Vaidhavyacitra, Widow-
hood~A Rcture (1859-63) and VidhavS-vreha, A Widow's
Bereavement, shocked many, and provoked not a few to
interest themselves in this vexing problem which defied
solution in spite of growing sympathy for its unfortunate
victims,

His Vanavarnana (1862 ) and Pravftsavftrnana (1862)
are highly descriptive poems by an ardent lover of nature.
In Rtu Varnana, The Description of Seasons (1861), the poet
tries to express a passionate, young lady's feelings with
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